Korean 655: 

Interdisciplinary Topics in Korean Art, Music, and Theatre
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chanpark+@osu.edu
Sample Course syllabus 2: Korean Film


Course description: 
How does cinematography reflect and change society, politics, and history?  How do the 20th century makings of Korean film articulate Korea’s local, regional, and global politics and the evolution of Korean cultural and aesthetic sensibilities through her modern and contemporary eras?  A serious intellectual response to these important questions on both graduate and undergraduate levels, this course examines Korean modernity and contemporaneity as intriguing and vibrant reflectors of Korean national and transnational politics and her artistic responses.  The questions addressed include: how does Korea view their modernity in terms of gender, sexuality, family, nationhood.  How do Koreans as the only divided nation in the globe view their existentialistic challenges through their psycho-cultural reflexivity?  Graduate and undergraduate students interested in art, visual art, music, film, theatre, anthropology, cultural study, comparative literature, and global literature are welcome.  The course satisfies the advanced elective course requirements for the Korean major.  No Korean language is required.  All of the films will be screened with English subtitles.  

Format:
There will be 9 screenings and 9 lecture/discussion sessions.  You must attend all the screening.  You are allowed up to 2 later viewings at the designated multimedia center.  Some films will not be available for reserve viewing. 
Required Texts:
Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun. Norton, 1997. 
Chungmoo Choi, Post-Colonial Classics of Korean Cinema catalog. UC Irvine, 1997. 
Reading packet or E-Reserve will be prepared in advance. 

Recommended Reading:

Bordwell, David and Kristin Thompson. Film Art: An Introduction. NY: Knopf, 2001. 
Grading:  

Class participation and discussion (10%) 
Film response journals (45%), total 9 films screened, 1-2 pages each, articulating your response to them. 
Final project: (45%)
1. Research paper (10 pages for undergraduate and 15 for graduate, with separate bibliography):  Those of you in need of guidance in writing research papers are strongly recommended to seek the services of the OSU Writing Center.  Your paper should be grammatically correct, in proper academic style, soundly structured, well organized and with convincing argument.  The George Mason University Writing Center Guide to Writing about Film may also help. 
2. For undergraduate students, instead of 10 page research paper, you have the option to produce an original film of less than 15 minutes and 3-page report about it including the title, theme, story, and how it reflects the stylistic, thematic, or narrative inspiration from the Korean films examined throughout the course, and what you have learned from the production experience.

*A few basic tips and equipment info: Equipment for making films can be borrowed from Office of Information Technology, Classrooom Services (Room 11 Lord Hall). Another possible source of equipment and multimedia services is the Digital Union (Room 370, Sciences and Engineering Library). 

When filming, please be aware: 

the voice of the cinematographer (the one holding the camera and doing the filming) is right next to the camera mike; unless intentional, the cinematographer's voice should not be heard.
-to make for a balanced sound, it is best to use a microphone with an extension that can be moved close to your "actors"; one can balance sound in the editing stage as well

-be sure to test out your final product on the equipment in our classroom; supported formats include DVD, Quicktime, WMV, Realplayer.

Academic Misconduct 

Academic misconduct is defined as any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to: (a) violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees; (b) providing or receiving information during quizzes and examinations such as course examinations and general examinations; or providing or using unauthorized assistance in the laboratory, at the computer terminal, or on field work; (c) submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's works or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas; (d) falsification, fabrication, or dishonesty in reporting research results; (e) serving as, or enlisting the assistance of, a "ringer" or substitute for a student in the taking of examinations; (f) alteration of grades or marks by the student in an effort to change the earned grade or credit; and (g) alteration of University forms used to drop or add courses to a program, or unauthorized use of those forms. 

Disability Services 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Ave; TEL: 292-3307; TDD: 292-0901.
Weekly Schedule and Reading:

Week 1: Introduction, Global and Local Histories 
View: Sopyonje (Im Kwôn-t’aek, 1993) 
Read: Cumings 9-14, 19-26, Choi 5-12
Week 2: Colonial Period, Comfort Women 
View: Habitual Sadness/Najûn Moksori II (Pyôn Yông-ju, 1997) 
Read: Cumings 139-184, Choi 13-21
Week 3: Korean War I, Conflicting Ideologies 
View: Taebaek Mountains/T’aebaek sanmaek (Im Kwon-t’aek, 1994) 
Read: Cumings 185-236 

Week 4: Korean War II, Gender and Home 
View: Spring in My Hometown/Arumdaun sijol (Yi Kwang-mo, 1998) 
Read: Cumings 237-298 

Week 5: North Korea and Colonial Period II 
View: The Flower Girl/Kkot p’anûn ch’ônyô (Chosôn yesul yônghwa chwarôngso, 1972) 
Read: Cumings 394-433 

Week 6: Industrialization and Authoritarian Politics 
May 10: Midterm (In-class, 90 minutes) 
View: A Single Spark/Arûmdaun ch’ôngnyôn Chôn T’ae-il (Pak Kwang-su, 1995) on May 10 
Read: Cumings 299-336 

Week 7: Minjung Movement and Democratic Challenge 
View: A Petal/Kkotnip (Chang Sôn-u, 1996) 
Read: Cumings 337-393 

Week 8: Korea’s Division and Reunification Prospects 
View: Gilsottum (Im Kwon-t’aek, 1986) 
Read: Cumings 456-495 

Week 9: Postmodernism II: City and Alienation 
View: The Day a Pig Fell into the Well (Twejiga umule ppajin nal, Hong Sang-su, 115 minutes) 
Week 10: Final presentation

KEY WEBSITES FOR KOREAN CINEMA 

  USC's ASIAN PACIFIC MEDIA CENTER PAGE:
www.asianfilms.org 

  DARCY'S WEBSITE ON KOREAN CINEMA:
www.koreanfilm.org 

  HOUSE OF KIM KI-YOUNG ("Mr. Monster"):
www.knua.ac.kr/cinema/KKY/Open-Home/home%202.htm 

  KOREAN CINEMA EDITION:
www.cinekorea.com/backissue.html 

  THE KOREAN HERALD NEWSPAPER (for individual film reviews):
www.koreanaherald.co.kr 

  CINE 21 (one of Korea's leading film journals):

 HYPERLINK "http://www.hani.co.kr.c21" \t "_top" 
www.hani.co.kr.c21
 

  CHONJU INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL:
Unavailable 

  PUSAN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL:
www.piff.org 
